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Abstract

The participation of South Korean army units in the
Vietnam War is a largely forgotten event in South Korean
popular imaginings, even if the financial benefits
associated with what was then called the w!llam
plby!'ng y £y (dispatch of troops to Vietnam) made
possible South Korea® remarkable economic growth
during the late sixties and seventies. The reluctance in
popular media to reminisce about the Korean
participation in the Vietnam War is tied to a complex set
of perceptions of Vietnam, the Vietnam War and Korea®
role in it. This reluctance is also reflected in the lack of
historical studies confronting this essential part of post-
war South Korean history. Ironically, in more recent
decades South Korea has looked at Vietnam with renewed
interest, seeing it as a country to make investments in,
to get cheap but educated labour from and to import
brides from. Vietnam is also looked upon as a mirror,
both with regard to Korea® future as an already unified
country and with a sense of nostalgia as a developing
country. The presence of historical memories of Vietham
Pa country where a large number of ROK soldiers fought
and died Dis nonetheless surprisingly limited. This talk
will dive into the complexities of the historical memories
of the South Korean participation in the Vietnam War,
argue for its essential presence in the economic growth
of South Korea during the late 60s and 70s and its equally
essential absence in the construction of a new
interpretation of the nation during the same period.
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