
     

 

Tuesday September 22nd 2009                        
15.00 - 16.15                                                                          

                  
 

MEARC Lecture ÔNat ionalism SeriesÕ 

 
Asia Redux:  Conceptualizing  

the Region For Our Times 
 

Professor  Prasenj it  Duara 
University  of  Chicago 

 
 

   

Abstract  

There are three axes around which Asian unit y has 
been conceived: f irst ,  imperial ism in the 19th 
century and 20th centuries which created the 
infrast ructure of  Asian linkages; second, the cult ural 
and hist orical unit y of  Asian peoples culminat ing in 
the powerful ant i-imperialist  movement  t hat  
developed during the f irst  sixt y years of  the 
twent ieth century.  Finally,  an axis that  has been 
much less visible unt i l now is the interdependency 
within the region and with the rest  of  the world.  

  

The paper wil l t rack the fate of  t he earlier modes of  
building Asia.  20th century ef fort s focused on 
cultural and polit ical proj ects and were not  founded 
on material interdependence whether for 
enrichment  or col laborat ive solut ions.  The second 
part  considers the present  and future bases of  
interdependence in order to t rack the relat ionship 
bet ween Asian cultural and poli t ical consciousness 
and this urgent  subst ratum. The paper wil l also seek 
to re-think the very quest ion of  region and 
regionalism in our t imes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

 
 

 

Prasenj i t  Duara, Raff les Professor of  
Humanit ies at  Nat ional Universit y of  
Singapore and Professor Emeritus of  History 
of  East  Asian Languages and Civi lizat ion at  
the Universit y of  Chicago, is specialized on 
the broad topic of  the social and cultural 
history of   modern China, as well as on the 
topics of  nat ionalism and t ransnat ionalism;     
imperialism and decolonizat ion in Asia.  

His most  recent  book, ÔThe Global and 
Regional in ChinaÕs Nat ion-Format ionÕ 
deals with the nat ionalism, Japanese 
imperialism, religion, society and 
comparative perspectives of Chinese 
history. 
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