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Abstract  
 
The two late Qing 
intellectuals, Tan Sitong 
and Zhang Taiyan each 
construct philosophical 
frameworks drawing on 
an amalgam of classical 
and modern texts and 
use their philosophical 
constructions to 
promote political 
projects.  In TanÕs 
magnum opus Renxue 
or A Study of Cosmic 
Love, he posits an a-
temporal ontological 
source that at once 
invokes the Confucian 
idea of benevolence and 

the modern idea of 
equality.  
Zhang Taiyan read Tan 
SitongÕs opus shortly 
after it was completed in 
1896 and three years 
later wrote an essay, ÒOn 
BacteriaÓ, in which he 
criticized TanÕs view and 
developed his own 
ontology of confusion. 
Zhang combines Zhuang 
Zi, Wang Bi and modern 
medical ideas to 
construct a theory of 
evolution and uses this to 
propose an alternative to 
democracy. 
 
There are many scholars 
who have interpreted 
Zhang and TanÕs 
respective works, but 
historians have failed to 
consider their move 
towards philosophy. 
Dr. Murthy believes that 
this move to philosophy 
has a social basis. 

Following Georg Luk‡csÕ 
analysis of German 
Idealism, Dr. Murthy 
contends that Tan and 
ZhangÕs respective 
philosophical 
constructions express 
ideas which are 
intimately associated 
with the logic of global 
capitalism. 
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