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Abstract

The lecture has dual
goals and concerns.
First, as a historical
study of the nature and
contents of Qing New
Script leaning, it tests
and contests the
validity of the dominant
historiographical
framework in which the
principal intellectual
animus of eighteenth-
century Chinese
thought is seen to be
the contention between
Han learning (Hanxue)
that focused on factual
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description (philological
preoccupation with
textual meanings) and
Song learning
(Songxue) that
emphasized moral
valuation (philosophical
engagement with

fund amental first
principles).

Second, as a
philosophical
exploration of the
import and purport of
classical exegesis, it
uses New Script
commentarial
scholarship to illustrate
the Chinese ways of
approaching the
classics and parsing
their meanings. At the
same time that it
capitalizes on the
interpretive possibilities
opened up by Western
hermeneutic theories, it
seeks to free our
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unde rstandi ng of the
Chinese act of reading
from the moorage of
the Western
philosophical outlook
by construing the
Confucian enterprise of
classical studies in
terms of Qeligious
hermeneutics.O
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