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Abstract 

The lecture has dual  
goals and concerns. 
First, as a historical 
study  of the nature and 
cont ents of Qing New 
Script leaning , it  tests 
and contests the 
validi ty of the dominant 
hi storiographi cal 
framework in whi ch the 
pr incipal int ellectual  
ani mus of eight eent h-
century Chinese 
thought is seen to be 
the cont ent ion between 
Han learning (Hanxue) 
that focused on factual 

descript ion (phi lological 
pr eoccupa tion with 
tex tual meanings) and 
Song learning 
(Songxue) that 
emphasized moral 
valuat ion (phi losophi cal 
engagement  with 
fund amental f irst  
pr incipl es).  
Second,  as a 
phi losophi cal 
expl orat ion of the 
import and purport of 
classical exegesis, it  
uses New Script  
comment arial 
scho larship to illustrate 
the Chinese ways of 
app roaching the 
classics and parsing  
their meanings. At the 
same t ime that it  
capi talizes on the 
int erpret ive possibi lit ies 
opened up by Western 
hermeneutic theories, it  
seeks to f ree our  

unde rstandi ng  of the 
Chinese act of readi ng  
from the moorage of 
the Western 
phi losophi cal out look 
by construi ng the 
Conf ucian ent erpr ise of 
classical studi es in 
terms of Òreligious 
hermeneutics.Ó   
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