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Abstract
Nishida Kitarô (1870-1945), who had arrived at the 
philosophical imagery of basho (lit., place, the horizon of 
experience), further developed it into the “absolutely 
contradictorily self-identical historical world,” which 
constitutes the core of his philosophical vision. Interestingly, 
his ink-drawing made in 1933, with a short Chinese poem 
attached (see below), contains an intimation of what was 
going to be fully developed into his philosophy of the 
dialectical world. The poem reads:

Under ten-thousand roofs
Human beings dream

In the far away distant sky
The solitary moon shines, brightly

I call this short poem a “dialectical poem.” I analyze Nishida’s 
dialectical vision in terms of the “four-fold” dimensions, 
generated by the axis of the world and the self, on the one 
hand, and that of the one and the many, on the other hand. 
Moreover, we may apply two perspectives onto this four-fold 
scheme: one is the perspective of the “world” and the other 
is that of the “self.” I hope to show how Nishida’s 
complicated philosophical language may be “decoded.”
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